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Explain why… 
 

Study the mark scheme for the 12-mark causation question.  
 
The levels of the mark scheme are generic (below), with the indicative content showing how they 
should be applied in each question (after each question and before the exemplar answer).  
 
Then study the answers that exemplify each level. 
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Level 1 exemplar 
Option B1, Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88:  
Explain why there was an uprising against Tostig in 1065. 
 

 

 
 
The AO2 analysis is Level 1, showing a general understanding that Tostig’s actions provoked 
resentment, with limited knowledge and understanding of the situation (AO1), so this answer meets 
the Level 1 descriptor. 
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Level 2 exemplar 
Paper 1 Option 13, Migrants in Britain, c800–present:  
Explain why Viking migration brought change to England. 
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The AO2 analysis recognises that changes occurred in the built environment and language as a 
result of Viking migration (Level 2) and some relevant detail is provided in the second and third 
paragraphs, reaching the Level 2 descriptor for AO1. The answer also covers three aspects of 
content. 
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Level 3 exemplar 
 
Paper 3 Option 30, Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917–41:  
Explain why Stalin introduced changes to agriculture. 
 

 
 



GCSE History 2022 summer series feedback event – delegate booklet  7 

 
 



GCSE History 2022 summer series feedback event – delegate booklet  8 

 
 
It meets Level 3 for both AOs, with good knowledge of the attacks on the kulaks, the introduction 
of collectivisation and Stalin’s aim to demonstrate success to the Western world. However, the 
analysis is not always clearly focused on the question, for example, the section on increased tractor 
production is not linked to reasons for changes in agriculture (e.g. that tractors would make farming 
more efficient). 
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Level 4 exemplar 
Option B3 Henry VIII and his ministers, 1509–40: 
Explain why Cromwell made changes to government in the years 1534–40. 
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This answer is a good example of an analytical explanation with a clear focus on the conceptual 
focus of the question.  The second order concept of causation is consistently addressed, with each 
section beginning with an explanation of what change Cromwell wanted to make and why. This 
remains a key focus, for example, halfway down the first page, the answer draws attention to the 
changes Cromwell made and links them to his aims: ‘This meant the government was more efficient 
as … decision making was more considered and debated’ … ‘Therefore Cromwell reformed 
government to make decision making more efficient…’ 
 
Each paragraph follows this approach of an analytical statement, followed by supporting detail, an 
emphasis on the link to the question and a summary statement. 
 
Both AOs are clearly L4, with a clear analysis of Cromwell’s reasons for change, supported by 
relevant detail, precisely selected.  
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Period study significance qu.3 
 

Study the mark scheme for Question 3 in the Period study papers then look at the exemplar answer 
taken from P4 Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91, about the importance of the 
Marshall Plan (1947) for relations between East and West. 
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The analysis (AO2) is Level 3 as it is clearly focused on impact of the Marshall Plan, offering an 
analysis of its importance and a line of reasoning shown in the use of phrases such as ‘it further 
divided’, ‘led to greater division’ and ‘more polarised.  Knowledge and understanding (AO1) is also 
Level 3 good knowledge and understanding, e.g. ,using terms such as ‘Truman Doctrine’ and 
‘dollar imperialism’. 
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Period study narrative qu.2 
 

Generic mark scheme for this question: 
 

 
 
Level 2 exemplar 
Study the indicative content for this question and then look at the exemplar answer taken from  
P3 The American West, c1835–c1895: 
 
Write a narrative account analysing the ways in which the cattle industry changed in the years 
c1876–c1890. 
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This answer showed some AO2 analysis in the way it provides an overview of changes in the cattle 
industry and explains some linkage between events: ‘so the prices… decreased’, ‘It didn’t stay like 
that, the winter of 1886-7 had a huge impact on cattle livestock…’ 
 
Relevant details are included and understanding of events is shown, meeting Level 2 of the AO1 
Level descriptor.  
 
However, the analysis is presented in two separate sections rather than as an unfolding narrative 
covering the whole of the question, so it does not reach Level 3 for AO2. 
 
The detail included shows ‘some knowledge’ (AO1 Level 2) but not the ‘good knowledge’ that is 
expected at Level 3.  
 
 
Level 3 response 
This exemplar answer from P4 Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91, answers the 
question: 
 
Write a narrative account analysing the key developments of the Cold War crisis over Berlin in the 
years 1958–63. 
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This is a Level 3 answer. Notice that links are explained throughout the answer: 
 
Khrushchev wanted to stop the ‘brain drain’ which led to the Berlin Ultimatum and then a series of 
conferences but the U2 spy plane incident ended negotiations.  This then meant Khrushchev 
decided to build the Berlin Wall, which separated families and created resentment against the USSR 
but also ended the ‘brain drain’.  Kennedy’s speech in 1963 marks the end point of this answer.  
 
There is also good knowledge and understanding demonstrated in the sequencing and explanation 
of events. 
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Source utility 
 

Generic mark scheme for this question: 
 

 
 
Level 2 answer 
This exemplar answer is taken from Paper 3 option 33, The USA, 1954–75.  
The enquiry here is about the methods used by the Black Panther movement. 
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This answer focuses on the content of the sources. It points out that Source B only tells us about one 
situation, but it doesn’t use contextual knowledge to suggest whether or not it provides the view of 
a typical situation. 
 
This is a Level 2 answer where the content is shown to be useful for the enquiry; there is no 
consideration of how the provenance of the sources affects the usefulness of the content. This meets 
the descriptor for Level 2 (developed comment relating to the content and/or provenance of the 
sources). However, there is no contextual knowledge included, so it does not fully meet the Level 2 
descriptor and therefore it cannot reach the top of Level 2. 
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Low Level 3 answer 
This exemplar answer is taken from Paper 3 option 31, Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39.  
The enquiry here is about the reasons why Hitler became Chancellor in 1933. 
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This answer covers source content, linked to contextual knowledge. Consideration of provenance is 
brief for each source but there is the suggestion that Speer ‘as he was a junior member of the Nazi 
party’ should be regarded as having accurate knowledge and the comments about Source C are 
implying that von Ribbentrop might be offering a slanted view in order to claim his own role in 
events was significant. This answer reaches Level 3 but the comments about provenance are not 
fully developed, so it stays at the bottom of this level. 
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Level 3 answer 
This exemplar answer is taken from Paper 1 option 11, Medicine in Britain, c1250–present.  
The enquiry here is about the problem of trench foot. 
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This is a Level 3 answer which assesses the usefulness of each source’s content, taking into account 
the provenance and using contextual knowledge in the process of interpretating the sources and 
applying criteria for judgement when assessing each source. 
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Paper 3 Question 3d 
 

This exemplar answer is taken from Paper 3 option 32, Mao’s China, 1945–76. 
The enquiry here is about the causes of the Great Famine.  
Interpretation 1 suggests that Mao’s policies led to the Great Famine while Interpretation 2 gives 
details of natural disasters such as flood, drought and insects, which destroyed crops. 
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The answer analyses the claims in the interpretations and uses contextual knowledge to evaluate 
them, for example the comments in the second paragraph ‘Although the Interpretation contains 
information about events that did occur, natural hazards could not have been the leading cause for 
the famine. As the bad weather only affected 12% of China’s land… Therefore Interpretation 2 has 
not fully considered all causes.’ 
 
The answer is stronger on the analysis of Interpretation 2 than Interpretation 1 but there is a clear 
line of reasoning which builds up into a coherent evaluation.  This is shown by the use of phrases 
such as ‘Despite this…’, ‘This on its own…’ 
 
An overall judgement is given and explained. This is therefore a Level 4 answer.  
 


